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the population of his provinces, by enfranchising
those unfortunate beasts of burden who, under
the human form, cultivate the earth, by distri-
buting among them the extensive tracts called
domains (which absorb almost the half of your
estates) in proprietaries, and on condition of
paying certain hereditary quit-rents in kind ?

All these particulars, and a thousand others
of a like kind, are strange, no doubt; yet it is
not totally impossible to explain such eccentricities
of niind in a great man* Without entering here
into a particular enquiry concerning that quality
of mind whence it resulted that Frederick II. was
much rather a singular example of the develop-
ment of great character, in its proper place, than
of an elevated genius, bestowed by Nature, and
superior to other men, it is, easy to perceive that,
having applied the whole power of his abilities to
form a grand military force, with provinces that
were disunited, parcelled, out and generally un-
fruitful; and, for that purpose, wishing to outstrip
the slow march of Nature, he principally thought
of money, because money was the only engine of
speed* Hence originated with him his idolatry21n-y before mentioned, wherehe word plebeian, and   this word is meant
